
Page 62 To Kill a Mockingbird Act 11 

MAYELLA. No. 
ATTICUS (firmer).  A l l  r ight.  now to what h a p  

pened. You sa id  Tom Robinson got you around 
the neck -- is tha l  right? 

MAYELLA. Yes. 
ATTICUS. You say  - "he caught me and choked 

me and took advantage of me" - i s  tha t  r ight?  
AQAYEI.1-A. Tha t ' s  what I sa id ,  
ATTICUS. Do you remember him beating you about 

the  face? (She hesitates.)  You're sure  enough 
he choked you. All th i s  time you were f ight ing 
back,  remember? You kicked and hollered. DO 
you rem~mbcr  him beating you about the face? 
(She's looking about, upcertain how to reply.) 
I t ' s  an  easy question, Miss Mayella, so 1'11 t r y  
aga in .  Do you remember him b e a t ~ n g  you about 
the face? 

UAYELLA. No. 1 don' t  recollect i f  he hi t  me. 1 
mean, yes, 1 do, he hit me. 

ATTICUS. Was your l a s t  scntence yout answer? 
MAYELLA. Yes, hc hit  - I just don ' t  remember 

-- i t  a l l  happened so quick! 
JUDGE TAYLOR. Don't you cry,  young woman. 
ATTICUS. Let her c r y  if she  wants to, Judge. 

We've got a l l  the time in the world. 
MAYELLA (sniff ing wrathfully).  Get me u p  here a n '  

mock me.  will you? 1'11 answer any questions 
you not, 

ATPICUY. That ' s  fine. There's only a feu more. 
Will you identify the man who attacked you? 

MAYELLA. 1 will. Ttla i ' s  him right yonder. 
A'TTXCUS. Tom, s tand up. Let Miss Mayella have 

a good look a t  you. Is th i s  the man, Miss May- 
ella? (TOM stands.  H e  is a powerful young 
man, but  h i s  left hand is curled up and held 
to h i s  chest.) 

]EM (hushed).  Scout -- Reverend -- his left hand! 
l ie's crxppled! 

REVEREND SYKES (whisprring).  Caught in a cotton . 
gin when he  w a s  a boy - l ike to bled to death.  . 
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Tore a l l  the muscles loose, 
ATTICUS. 1s th i s  the  man who at tacked you? 
MAYELLA. I t  most cer ta inly  is. 
ATTICUS (hard) .  How? 
MAYFLLA (raging) .  1 don't  know how, b u t  he did. 

I s a i d  i t  all happened so  fas t  I- 
ATTICUS. Let's consider t h i s  calmly. 
MR. GILMER. Objection. H e ' s  browbeating the 

witness. 
JUDGE TAYLOR. Oh, s i t  down. Horace. 
ATTXCUS. M i s s  Mayella, you've testified the defen- 

dan t  choked and beat you. You d idn ' t  s a y  he 
sneaked up behind you and  knocked you cold. 
Do you wish to reconsider a n y  of your testimony? 

MAYELLA. You want me to  s a y  something tha t  
didn ' t happen? 

ATTICUS. No, ma'am. I want you to s a y  something 
t h a t  d id  happen. 

MAYELLA. 1 a l ready  told ya.  
ATTICUS. He hit you? He blacked your left eye 

with his r ight  fist? 
MAYELLA (seeing the point). 1 ducked and i t  -- 

it glanced. Tha t ' s  what i t  did. 1 ducked and 
i t  glanced off. 

ATTICUS. You're a strong girl. Why didn ' t  you 
run? 

MAYELLA. Tried to-- 
ATTZCUS. And you were screaming a l l  the time? 
MAYELLA. 1 certainly was. 
ATTICUS. Why d idn ' t  the other chi ldren hear  you? 

Where were they? (No answer.) Why d i d n ' t  your 
screams make them come running? (No answer.) 
Or didn ' t  you scream unt i l  you saw your father 
i n  the window? You d idn ' t  scream t i l l  then, did 
you? (No answer.) Did you scream a t  your 
fa ther  instead of Tom Robinson? 1s tha t  i t ?  (No 
answer.)  Who beat you up? Tom Robinson or 
your father? (No answer.) Miss Mayella -- what 
did  your father real ly  see i n  t h a t  window? (She 
covers her mouth with her  hands.)  Why don't 


